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the ideal of Bildung which belonged to the eighteenth century
and which he had defined in the Lehrjahre, but he also recognized
that the new machine age demanded the substitution of a technical
and a collective effort in the place of the outworn ideal of the
development of personality based on aesthetic principles. For this
reason he gave so much prominence to the accounts of mechanical
processes and through Jarno voiced the rejection of the older
notion of universal culture in favour of specialized training:
"Es ist jetzo die Zeit der Einseitigkeiten . . . Mache ein Organ
aus dir ... Von unten hinauf zu dienen ist uberall notig. Sich auf
ein Handwerk zu beschranken, ist das beste".
Goethe's concentration on collective principles is revealed by
the fact that Wilhelm Meister is no longer the central figure of
the work. No single personality now dominates the action. Our
interest is distributed among a large number of characters who
are all to be judged by the same standard, the necessity of resigna-
tion. All human passions of a purely individualist kind must be
given up in favour of collective values. This sacrifice is demanded
in the interest of the new society organized on a communal
basis. The distinction between the culture of the different classes
of society, which had represented an important item in the
depiction of Wilhelm's education in the Lehrjahre, no longer
exists in the Wanderjahre. Goethe also uses the theme of wandering
to a new purpose. In the earlier novel he had emphasized the value
of travelling for the development of an individual's character;
in Wilhelm Meisters Wanderjahre he views it as a means to over-
come one-sided attachments in the interest of the collective
effort.
The distinctive feature of this work is its treatment of topical
questions. Goethe's perspicacious analysis of the requirements of
modern life is remarkable not only because it was a prophecy,
but also because it was inspired by a profound attachment to
human rather than material values. He saw the need of a techno-
cratic culture, but he was also aware of the dangers besetting this
new world, the impoverishment of individual character through
specialization and the mechanization of the means of production.
To counterbalance this inevitable development he emphasized
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